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New Features in Concepts Rural Suite 5.1
Released January 2007
New Look
Every part of the program has acquired a new look so that it is consistent with Windows XP software design.  
Examples of these are:

1. Windows have a blue title bar and the red X (close) button on the top right

2. Windows can be dragged around the screen (hold the mouse button down on the blue bar and drag)

3. When the mouse pointer flies over a button, its colour changes.

4. List boxes all look the same
5. Data entry fields work consistently

Opening Screen
The way you navigate around the program has changed dramatically. This starts with a new navigation screen.
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Toolbar Buttons
Each of the main workscreens has a row of toolbar buttons across the top of the screen. They simplify the navigation process when moving between different parts of the program.
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Each has a sub menu, activated by clicking on the triangle.
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Reports Button 

There reports button is available from anywhere in the program. (Top right of the toolbar).  No longer do you have to leave the current screen.
Helptext
The entire help system has been upgraded. It is both much easier to use and presents information that is vastly more useful!
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Manuals

We now supply a manual for each module of the program. (Five booklets)

These have been completely re-written to provide the information you need!

Buttons Consistent
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Buttons like these now consistently have the same type of menu items attached to them. Which button did what used to be very confusing!

Backup and Restore

Both these essential functions have been enhanced.

1. Each backups is serialised with a unique number (previously it only stored the most recent backup)
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Can backup to a removable drive (memory stick, USB drive, pen drive)

3. Writes to a CD

4. Emails a backup to concepts archives- providing a safe offsite backup

Navigator
The structure has been completely re-vamped, although the intention is that this should seldom need to be used!
Properties
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Each property can be associated with a specific map and photo.  By using the property selector on the toolbar you can swap between properties. 
1. The map changes

2. The photo changes

3. The paddock list changes 
This is setup in the ‘Additional’ Tab of the properties setup window.
Map Drawing

The control toolbox has changed dramatically
[image: image9.png]


On the left are the options when Fences/Paddocks is active/
Below are the options when Other Layers is active
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Clicking on any of the items in the top box, controls the contents of the lower boxes.
Map Printing
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This was a problem area caused by poor design. It will now print pretty much what you ask for. However because the screen is not the shape of a piece of paper it cannot be exactly the same.  It will place what is in the centre of the screen on the centre of the page. 
(The legend sits in the nearest corner of the printout)
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Zoom Control
A zoom factor can be selected from the list, or a percentage typed in. This can be up to 1000% (10 times)
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Zoom in can also be achieved by dragging your mouse across the map.
Soil Test Map
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This report shades each paddock according to the test result. 
Monthly Stock Reconciliation

This new report shows the change in numbers for the month.
Stock Movements
A new preference setup allows a default time to be set for the morning and evening shifts.
Pasture walks

Pasture walks for different herds and properties can now be kept. 






Recording, monitoring, planning and communication tools for improved farm management
Recording, monitoring, planning and communication tools for improved farm management

