
Improve your Credit Rating  
and Save on your Interest Costs
Your personal credit rating directly affects the amount of 
interest charged on loans. By utilising your Cashmanager 
RURAL software you could save thousands of dollars in 
interest a year.

Banks assess your risk and apply a rating based on:
•	Your equity
•	The profitability of your business as shown in your annual accounts
•	A personal factor

It costs banks more to lend to a person with a high risk rating because of government 
rules on the amount of funds a bank must hold in reserve. A good credit rating could 
save 2% over a poor rating. While your equity and your last set of accounts are hard 
to change, the personal factor is able to be improved.  A key factor is your ability to 
provide a cashflow forecast you understand and ‘own’. 

Reports that demonstrate you have a good plan 
1.	EFS report, ideally including adjustments for the change in value of livestock. This 
report includes key performance indicators your bank will recognise – To be useful it 
must be supported by a balanced stock reconciliation.

2.	Stock Reconciliation report - To demonstrate that you are not selling off capital 
stock.

3.	Worksheet reports for selected codes like livestock sales, fertilizer, milk production. 
These worksheets will show the key assumptions that have gone into your forecast.  
For animal sales, show price per head, or price per Kg and expected weights. Use 
comments.

4.	Cashflow report – A single page month by month summary of your plan, showing 
the expected peak working capital requirement after interest and after GST.

5.	Variance report comparing the forecast with last year.

To learn more about how to use the budgeting features of Cashmanager RURAL refer 
to the Training CD or view online videos at www.crssoftware.co.nz/cmr/product/video
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DOWNLOADS SAVE TIME AND EFFORT
Downloading and autocoding Trading Company monthly statements is proving 
a roaring success. For RD1 you must be registered for Livetime. PGG Wrightson 
requires registration for Online Banking. For Farmlands, request an email of your 
monthly statement. Many other suppliers are working on providing this service.

COSTS EATING INTO DAIRY PROFIT
The impact of rising input costs is seriously taking the gloss off the strong dairy 
payout and may shrink next year’s profi t even after a return to non drought 
production levels.

Following what you did last year is no longer adequate management - too many 
costs have changed for the seat of the pants approach.

Our message is simple. Do a budget, validate your guesses as best you can and 
experiment with many what if scenarios. By building and following a plan you will 
stay in control and that gives you the power to make choices.

CASHMANAGER V3.7
Version 3.7 will be released to PremierPac subscribers during late July and 
August. The key new features are listed below. These add to recent releases that 
included Wagebook changes for Kiwisaver, GST forms update, Trader Imports and 
Autocode.

BUDGET BY FINANCIAL YEAR
This feature provides comparison between actual and budget for fi nancial years 
that include opening and closing adjustments (e.g. fertiliser purchased at the end of 
the fi nancial year but paid for much later). Budget worksheets now allow you to set 
the fi nancial year – in the same way as actual transactions. Adding this tiny change 
was actually a very large project!

REVISED WORKSHEETS
Cashmanager’s defi ning strength 
is its ability to give you a snap shot 
of the entire year at any time by 
seamlessly combining year to date 
actual with the remaining forecast. 
Identifying where actual varies from 
the plan is now even easier thanks 
to Revised worksheets that show 
budget and actual at a detailed 
level.

Next release
The promised stock fl ow, feed demand and Dairybase features will be delivered in a 
release later in the year.

CMR ONLINE – ACCESS FROM ANYWHERE
Centralised data that can be accessed from anywhere takes away all the risks and 
frustrations of sharing data via email. In addition CMR online has the ability to 
restrict what can be seen or altered.

Being connected offers the capability to add features that signifi cantly save time, 
save effort and enhance the benefi ts. These will be added to the online version.

Accountants FREE copy
A FREE Read Only download of 
version 3.7 is available by going to the 
website and clicking on the Free trial 
button – it is fully functioned for the fi rst 
30 days and then changes to read only. 
Read Only allows you to open fi les, 
view the data and print reports.

Broadband to the Farm
At the TUANZ Rural 

Broadband
Symposium in 

Rotorua there was 
much discussion 
how very high 
speed and reliable 

broadband can be 
supplied to every 

farm. The ultimate is 
fi bre because of its high 

speed and reliability. There is no doubt 
it will be available to every urban house 
in the next few years – supplying 
phone, on demand TV and internet. 
Getting a cable to every farm may be 
easier than we imagine with stringing 
along power lines the favoured option.

It’s clear that for the next 10 years 
a range of options will be required. 
Technologies will include DSL (copper 
wire), Wireless, Mobile internet 
(cellphone based), Fibre optic and 
Satellite. Each has relative strengths.

To get the most cost effective solution 
you will need to shop around. If a 
local internet service provider (ISP) is 
working in your locality we encourage 
you to support the technology they are 
offering.

The poor performance of the copper 
wire network is recognised as an issue 
for farmers. It was never designed for 
internet so we should not be surprised.

The cellphone network will get much 
faster and have a much wider coverage 
thanks to massive investment plans by 
Telecom and Vodafone. High speed 
internet in the paddock will then be a 
reality.

Unsubscribe
If you do not wish to receive this 
newsletter, please phone 0800 888 080
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WELCOME 
to the October 2009 issue of the 
Cashmanager RURAL Newsletter

In this issue:

•	 Improve your Credit Rating and 
Save on your Interest Costs

•	 CRS Software recognised for 
its Online innovation

•	 Make a difference

•	 The lighter side

•	 Update your details

•	 Is Cashmanager RURAL 
ONLINE right for you?

•	 Need help with your business 
management?

•	 Cashflow management and 
software seminars

•	 Primary Industry Conference – 
Riding the wave – Weathering 
the storm

•	 A day out for Woman In 
Dairying

•	 Introducing Cashmanager 
RURAL Version 4.0

•	 The CRS Team

CRS Software recognised  
for its Online innovation 
Cashmanager RURAL ONLINE was recognised 
for its outstanding innovation within the 
telecommunications arena at the New Zealand 
TUANZ Awards. Cashmanager RURAL was one 
of the three finalists in the TUANZ Rural category 
which was won by LIC’s Minda PDA application.



Is Cashmanager RURAL ONLINE  
right for you?
There is a good case for upgrading to Cashmanager RURAL 
ONLINE if any of the following circumstances apply:

•	You are in a family situation where parents are handing 
over the reins – but would like to be kept up to date on the 
financial position.

•	You are a hesitant user and would welcome the comfort of asking an expert (e.g. your 
accountant) to review your work.

•	It would be better for one person to do the cashbook and another to do budgets and 
cashflow forecasts, perhaps from different locations.

•	If you ever transfer your data to another computer and sometimes want to bring it 
back again. This might apply to your farm consultant, accountant, financier or any 
stakeholder.

Who can access your Cashmanager RURAL ONLINE data is entirely under your 
control and uses security and encryption systems similar to what banks use. Apart from 
a small delay at start-up and closedown, it works just as fast as the desktop version. 
You will need broadband internet and Windows XP or newer.

For more information or to order please phone our Sales team on 0800 888 707.

Cashflow management  
and software seminars
During October and November, CRS software  
will be joining Federated Farmers and  
Westpac Bank to present  
FREE two hour Managing your 
Cashflow seminars.

These seminars are open to everyone.

For more information go to www.fedfarm.org.nz 

To register FREE - please call: 0800 327 646

Make a difference
Until you have owned and used 
Cashmanager RURAL for a while, 
it’s hard to comprehend the range of 
benefits this software will deliver. If 
you know a farmer who perhaps may 
not know what they are missing, we 
ask that you spread the word.

Introduce Cashmanager RURAL to 
another farmer, and as a small token 
of our appreciation, we will send 
you a $50 voucher when that farmer 
decides Cashmanager RURAL is 
right for them and subscribes.

Once you have had a chat with  
them, please send us their contact 
details by either emailing  
sales@crssoftware.co.nz or phone 
0800 888 707. That’s all you have to 
do to help make a difference!

The lighter side
A Texan farmer goes to Australia for 
a vacation. There he meets an Aussie 
farmer and gets talking. The Aussie 
shows off his big wheat field and 
the Texan says, “Oh! We have wheat 
fields that are at least twice as large.” 

Then they walk around the ranch a 
little, and the Aussie shows off his 
herd of cattle. The Texan immediately 
says, “We have longhorns that are at 
least twice as large as your cows.”

The conversation has, meanwhile, 
almost died when the Texan sees a 
herd of kangaroos hopping through 
the field. He asks, “And what are 
those?” The Aussie, fed up with the 
Texan’s bragging replies with an 
incredulous look, “What, don’t you 
have any grasshoppers in Texas?”

Update your details
We do not currently have your email 
address. If you would like to receive 
CRS newsletters and other important 
information by email, please contact 
our Administration team on 0800 888 
080 or email admin@crssoftware.
co.nz to update your details.

Asking a mentor to help you improve your business management could make a big 
difference. 

We have a list of farmers and professionals who are prepared to offer their time and 
expertise to mentor farmers in need.  If you think that a mentor might be able to help, 
please email your details to michelle@crssoftware.co.nz and we will provide the name 
of a potential mentor for you to contact. 

Also, if you know of a farmer who perhaps needs a hand, please feel free to pass this 
offer on to them.

Please note that this is purely an introduction service. The nature of the advice sought 
and the level of support provided to you by the mentor needs to be established by 
discussion between you and the mentor.

Need help with 
your business 
management?



Introducing 
Cashmanager Version 4.0
Features of this release include installation of a new 
Microsoft SQL database, faster operation, new reports, 
a change in the licensing system and many minor 
enhancements. 

Microsoft SQL database – Converting Cashmanager to 
work with a Microsoft SQL database ensures reports are 
faster to generate, new reporting methods are possible and 
most significantly, ensures compatibility with future releases 
of Windows operating systems – something we could not guarantee with the old 
database. This upgrade provides a sound foundation for ongoing enhancement. 

Annual Database Licensing (ADL) – This change primarily applies to new users. It has 
these benefits:-  
1.	New users pay for the software with an annual lease, removing the need to ‘buy’ the 

initial license. 
2.	ADL licensed software can be installed on multiple computers for no extra cost.
3.	ADL makes it possible for Rural Professionals to install Cashmanager RURAL and 

edit your data without any cost to them.

Annual Database Licensing and PremierPac – The ADL licensing system will be 
rolled out to all users as part of the 4.0 PremierPac upgrade, including those who 
purchased a program license under the old system and pay an annual PremierPac 
subscription for upgrades and support. The key difference is that instead of the 
program being licensed, with ADL each database is licensed.

The same terms as provided by the existing PremierPac will apply:

•	 PremierPac members will continue to pay one annual payment (currently $238+GST).
•	 PremierPac members can run as many databases as they require for the one fee.
•	 Annual upgrades will be provided.
•	 Unlimited helpdesk phone support will continue.

And these new advantages apply:
•	 Installation on more than one computer is allowed.
•	 Purchasing a notebook license is no longer required.
•	 Rural professionals will be able to install and maintain the latest version of the 

software so they can view your data, at no cost to them.
•	 Access to your data is provided because you are paying the ADL.

Without the change to ADL the initial purchase price and the annual PremierPac 
cost would have needed to rise in order for CRS Software to cover the rising cost of 
maintaining and enhancing Cashmanager RURAL. 

Enhancements – As we completed tasks for the database upgrade, we have included 
many minor enhancements, adding to the user friendly nature of the product.

Work on the long promised Stockflow and Feed Demand upgrade has resumed and will 
be released in the New Year. Version 4.0 will be sent to PremierPac members during 
November and December.

The CRS Team
Many of you speak to members of 
the CRS Team regularly. Well now  
you can put a face to the name!

Top row: Claire, Mary, Emily, 
Priscilla, Martin, Paula, Mari V,  
Lynne, Stacey, Michelle, Jo
Front row: Spencer, Wayne,
Brian, Sonya, Paul, Ted, Dallas, 
Jacqui.

Primary Industry 
Management 
Conference –  
Riding the Wave - 
Weathering the Storm
At this conference of farm 
consultants, valuers and farming 
professionals, Brian will be presenting 
a paper about how Cashmanager 
RURAL ONLINE can be used by farm 
consultants to offer a better service.

This conference will be held at the 
Marlborough Convention Centre 
in Blenheim from 22/10/2009 – 
23/10/2009

A day out for  
Woman In Dairy
The next round of Dairy Days, hosted 
by Woman in Dairying, are to be held 
around the country in November. 
These days provide the ideal 
opportunity to network and learn from 
industry specialists and other dairying 
women. The workshops are intense, 
practical sessions led by specialists 
on topics that are important to 
members.

A session on Cashmanager RURAL 
will be held at each venue.

For more information please visit the 
Woman in Dairy website  
http://www.womenindairying.org.nz


